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of   the  disadvantages  and   few   of   the   advantages   of   any  of   them.1
(vi) Lastly, as regards the allegation that a revision settlement is attend-
ed with much dislocation of village economy anct considerable harass-
ment to the cultivator, it is argued that the work of revision is now
effected with much greater ease and rapidity than was  formerly the
case, thanks to the long experience that has been gained.    The system
of land records (especially, the record of rights prepared at settlement
and kept up to date by annual revision until the next settlement), the
preservation of boundaries, and a more or less permanent classification
of land have greatly reduced the volume of work and fresh investiga-
tion at the time of each re-settlement, which, moreover, comes at long
intervals generally varying from 20 to 30 years.    Therefore, the distur-
bance in the rural economy is the minimum possible,  and there has
been latterly considerable economy in the expenditure incurred by the
Government.    An attempt is also made to eliminate petty underlings
and to entrust the major portion of the necessary inquiry to responsible
and highly placed officials, xvho are sympathetically inclined towards
the  cultivator.    Further,  private  improvements  are protected  against
enhancement of assessment either permanently or for  an adequately
long period, so that the fear of enhancement of assessment need not
deter the cultivator from undertaking improvements.    It is also claimed
that the rigidity of collection which is almost a corollary of permanent
settlements has been avoided in the system of temporary settlements
by   an   increasingly   liberal   operation   of    the   rules   in   regard   to
suspension   and   remission   of   land   revenue.    Thus,   the   present-day
temporary settlements are claimed to possess many of the good features
of permanent settlement without its drawbacks, and to achieve a happy
compromise between the legitimate claims of the state and the rights
and convenience of agriculturists.
The official view with regard to permanent settlement has been
that the question of its extension to the areas temporarily settled is
unthinkable. As Lord Irwin said a few years ago, since Cornwallis's
time India's place in commerce and the markets of the world and the
growing intricacy of her financial and social problems have brought
many new factors into the picture necessitating elasticity of public
revenue and expenditure. The Government are being constantly asked
to undertake new tasks and improve old ones. But this requires greater
and greater command of funds, and it would therefore be impossible
for the state to forgo its legitimate share of the increment in the value
of land. There is no doubt that the time has now come to revise
the system of Permanent Settlement in Bengal and elsewhere, In order
to secure "fairness in the distribution of the tax burden and elasticity of
*  ibid.,   par,   85.